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The Domesday Project, 
3rd Floor, 

Bilton House, 
54-58 Uxbridge Road, 

Ealing, 
London W5 2ST • 

01-579-2499 

18th February 1985 

Dear Chief Librarian, 

I am writing to let you know about the Domesday Project - the 
creation of a new electronic Domesday Book in 1986. 

As you may already have heard, the Domesday Project is a 
national venture co-ordinated by the BBC celebrating the 
900th anniversary of the completion of the original Domesday 
Book. BBC Television is not only producing a major 
documentary series, tracing the evolution of Britain over the 
past 900 years, but is also compiling and publishing a new 
Domesday Book, a contemporary portrait of Britain on 
interactive video disc. At the heart of the new Domesday 
Book will be a 'People's Database' of information generated 
by local people about their own area. 

This Summer, schools and community groups all over the 
country will be taking part. Their research for the Domesday 
Project will involve studying a four by three kilometre area 
of land and describing what local people think is important 
about this area. They will also be providing four 35mm slide 
photographs, studying land use and identifying specified 
amenities such as museums, public transport and schools. I 
must point out that the People's Database should be a record 
of life today ·rather than an historical analysis of the 
country. 

People taking part in the project will, I am sure, have 
recourse to their local libraries for detailed information. 
They will need to study large scale maps and also reference 
books which cover their allocated block. I would be grateful 
therefore if you could tell appropriate staff about the 
Project so that they can help participants in their area. 

The enclosed press pack contains further details about the 
Domesday Project. 

I look forward to working with you and your colleagues and 
will be pleased to answer any queries you may have. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Amanda Wood), 
Information Officer. 

Enc. 



TI( IIJ\£SW.Y PROJECT 

lltadlin,, 

- t•ought to be th, Jarg,,t inttracti,e ,idtodi,c projtct i• tht 110rld 

- tht first national inttracti,t vidtodi,c project in lritain 

- prob&blrtht first [OlprehensiYt .urvty Df a aatiDn tvtr 1ttt1pttd •r I IDll"1DVtrlltnt1] org1nir.,tion 

- tht fir,t opportunity for ,ch00l, throughout Britain to tak, part in a nation-.idt projtct 1,ing their 
rtce~tly-1cquirtd 1icroco1puttr1 

- th, in,pir1tion for ID,. g,n,ration of ,idtodi,c player incorporating ,,yond·t•e-.tatt-of-lht-art ttrhn0logy 

- 11cng the 11jor 1iltston1, in th, history af th, IBC in t,r1, af t~ptration ,,t111en individu1!11nd dtp1rt1,nt1 
fro1 111 over thE Corp0r1tion 

- th, n,1t p~a,e in tht IBC", tD11it1,nt to infor1 and fducatt lht lriti,h public uout 1t1 tD11unication 1nd 
lnfor11tion ttchnologits 

- 1n a1bitiou, and 11citing opp0rtunity for lriti,h pt0plt to tell 1, and 1ach Dlhtr uout •DII they ,i,, th,1,,lv1, and 
thtir local tnviron1,nt, in tht la,t •uarter of lht l11tnti1th ttntury 

- 1 source of infor11tion, tducation and 1nt,rtain1,nt for 11ny ytar, to tDlf 

- 1 dr111tic but logical 11t1nsion of the IBC'1 role 11 a public Hrwict •ro1dc11ting organisation 



1)( ~ESDAY PIDJtCT 

latrDtlurtiDn 

Final approval ha, now b,,n tiYtn •r till Cotton, 11,naging lirtctc,r tf IIC T1l,vi1iD11, f• an important 1t11 BBC 
f'Djtct - th, cr,ation of Ilk Dwr,day tool on int,r1ctivt ,idtodi1c. 

1'86 •ill•, th, tooth 1nniYtr1arJ of th, CDlplttion of th, Driginal bt,day lool 111d IIC TY llftaork f1ature, will,, 
,roducing 1 11jor 1i1-part docu1rntary ,,rit, to Nrl tht Dccasion. Tat idta for•••• Doar,d•y toot c11r frDI Ptttr 
.. ,,trong, [1tcutiYt Productr of tht 1tri1, 1and [ditor of tht lolrsd•y Projtct, llho said, •1ti1r11s tht writs •ill 
appr01ch tht 1Ubjtct frD1 1 historical point tf ,it•, di1cu11ing ho• lritain •a, t\1Dlvtd DYtr tht J11t '"° ytar1 1 llt 
inttntiDI', of tht Do1,,d1y ,idrodisc projtct is to prDYidr a CD1prth1n1iv1 lug, of lritain in tht 198u, • 1 
conttaporary lfl&pshot,• 

Tht Doar,day Projtct is thought to•• th, Jargtst 1nd aost ubitiDUs ,idtodi1c pr0j1ct •vtr to•• 1ndtrtaltn 1nphrrt 
in tht •orld. Ruch of tht d•t• on tht disc, will,, colltcttd in tht cour11 of 1'8~ •r OYtr 10 10~ ,olunt,,r 1ch00l1 
1nd oth,r org1ni11ti0ns who •ill product a 'ptoplt, d1taba1,· of infor11liDft on local c•1uniti11 - prtp1rtd •r tht 
cN1unitits th,1stlwt1, further inforaation DI'\ the di1c1 •ill h collated froe national sovrc,,. Jn total tht tac 
lo111d1y Disc, will held 1Ufficitnl data for t•o 1illion pag,, tf i1for11tion plus 20,0~ Ordnanct Survty 11p1 and 
111rly 150,000 pictur,, fro• photographs 1110 provided •r tht 1thool1 and othtr tolltcting local data, tog,thtr 1ith 
tht rtsults of a aational photogr1phic coapttition in shich twtr}tody •ill H i1Yittd to tat, fir~, and the product of 
r1111rch 11on9 pictur• colltction, 111d 1rchiY1,. 

Tbi1 111sivr 1,11a!!ly of infor11tion - a1p, 1 ficturts, facts and t11t 1 rov9hly tht tqui,11,nt of t.o llhclt 1,t, of tht 
Encyclop1t~i1 lrit1nnic1 - •ill,, 1cc,,s1d •Y 111n, of a 1icroc111puttr linttd to I ftfl tind of ,idt0di1c player on 
lltiich the D011,d1y Di,c •ill•• playtd. Tht •i9hly 111cct11ful IBC lticrocoaputtr till•• idt&I forth• tottsday sy1t,1 
1nd a nta inttr1ctiYt widtodisc pl1ytr •ill •e produced in co-op1r1tion 1ith Pliilip1 Eltclronic1 Ltd, llhich tan 1tort 
tD1put1r d1ta 1long1id1 t1ltvi1ion picturts and till•• 1w1illblt lftdtr tht UC .,,nd au,, 

Tht D0111d1y Projtcl f1 1 corporat, IBC ,,nturt of unprKtdtnttd 1t1l1. Jt i1,ol\'f1 aot only IBC TV llttaork r11tur,, 
•ut IBC £nt1rpri111 Ltd. •ho •ill •e 11rteting the di1c1j Educational tr01dc11tin9 llho •ill unag, the 1thool1 ,rojtct 
1nd providt broadcast support on schcols TV and r1dioj IBC l1ta 1 the Corpor1tion'1 Mt•ort of in-flouse infor11tion 
rt,ourc,,, ahc •ill provide infor11tion-11n1gH1nt 11ptrliltj tht Dptn Unifff'1ity PrDcluction Ctntrtj lit 5r1phic1 1 

Colputtr Strwictlj lro1dcastin9 R,,,arch and BBC Cn9inttrin9 I ltw1rch li,i1ion 1 llho art 1dwi1in9 on tht t1chnic1l 
11ptct1 tf 1 ,roj,ct .t,ich i1 littly to put tb, IIC at the J11ding ldgt of widte>di1c technology. 

• aidt r1n9e of t1ttrn1l organisations 1r11110 p1rticip1tin9 1 1ith pr1ctic1l support ••ing ,roYidtd •r tht Jn,tilutt 
of Ttrrtstrial [cology 1nd 1 1u1b1r of l11din9 &iliwtr1iti11 i1cluding th011 of £1111 1 of lltac11tlt apon trne and 
lirtbtcl Collt91 1 LDndon UniYtrsity. •110 inwolwtd 1r1 the RicrHl1ctrDl'liC1 in EducaliDl'I Progr1111 1 tht llrdnanct 
SurY1y1 of 5r,at Britain and Korthtrn Jr1l1nd and Loc1J Education Authoritits tffrylhtrt. 

Thi project •ill r~uir110 aonty fro, lictnc1 fH,, Fundin9 11 Jointly •Y Pbilip1 £J,ctronic1 111d lht ttp1rt1,nt of 
Trade 1nd Jndu,trJ, llho art contributing to tbt l>oltsday ProJKt 11 f&rt of t•tir ,,,rall t011it11nt to dtwtloping 
lll'for11tion ttchnolo9y and inttr1ctivt ,idt0 In particular, togrthrr •ith IIC uttrpri111 Ltd, 1 llho art r1-91pl0yin; 
rrvt11ut froe the wit of IBC Ricros 1nd 111oci1t1d ut1ri1l1, Acorn Cotputtr1, Ut IBC'111tlblilhtd p1rtn1r1 in tht 
.C.puttr Littracy Projtct, •ill 1110 ,, providing all the inttrf1cin9 r,quirtd to lint lht 1icr11:oeput1r to the 111 
tlapr ,1u1 tht 1ofta1r1 for tht 11,r to r1tritw1 1 unipul1t1 and di'fllly 111 t•, btld1y uta. 

Ill llf)tct1 tf tht project 1111 •• 11Jidtd •r ldYiWy tD11ittH1 r111rntnli19 tM cauntr,·1 lt1di•g 11p1rt1 1 including 
lfl Editorial loard 1dvi1in9 on tht MltctiDn of d1t1 coapiltd fDr Ut diltlj a IOf'tNrt coa1ittN _,wi1ing ••• 
lfltr1ting 1y1t11, and lofl•1rt 1t111d1rd11 ttthnical trDupl and 1ft tduc1tiDn1l tNlilttt ldwising III tht lth00J1' 
1ctiviti1,. 

T•, Dolt1d1y P'rojtct will,, tht first lflportunitr for 1e•ool1 throughout lritain to 111 thtir rtctntly 1cquir1d 
1icrocoaputtr1 in an i1port1nt uti11nal projtcl. £arly ,~ 1,as 1111chool1 nl11r1t1tri119 to ,1rticip1t1 •ill rtc1iv1 • 
floppy diM: If t111,tt1 fc,r lhtir 1icro1 on ahich 1111 •• 111 t•, 10ftaar1 thty Mtd to c•pilt _,ta on I up·1r11 
lrhich thty •ill•• rts;ionsiblt. In lddition to 10., 1i1pl1 f1ct~,1 fnfor11tion, th, •ult of tht 11t,ri1l 9tntr1t1d by 
th, 1ch00l •ill •• 1n 1wtra9t of 1i1tHn 1cr11n-p1;t1 of frtt-fllf'a t11t ft1cri•ini atiat u, local tMaunity it1tlf 
fHll ii r1ltv1nt and i1ttl'11ting about thtir wi ar11. 



It ii 1nticip1ttd that tht 11j0r urktl fDr lht D01,,day Di,c1 and th, at, IBC Yidtl>Cli1t Playtr 1ill •• i1 lht 
educational 1nd in,tituliDnal 1tct0r lhtrt thty •ill•• of trHtndou, walut for ttntral rtftrtnct 1nd a, 1 rt10urct fDr 
t1rricul1r ,,, in 11idt ring, o4 subjtct,. Thi1 nt•, tltiliftg 1tdiu1 ,ill 1110 •• 1r11t fan to a,,! 

TH loet,d•y Projtcl •ill ~tip to t1t1bli1h int,ractivt widt0di1c1 11 ,,,,ntial tducatiDl'lal and infor1•tiDf'l-h1ndling 
tools i1 lritain and My .ell bt lht fir,t in a continuinQ writ, o4 IBC inttractiwt 1idtl>disc1. 



THE to11£SDAY PROJECT 

n, first 101,sd•y Di,c •ill consist ri infor11ti0n 1b0ut lrit1in on I Joc1l ••sis: ••unct Sur,ty 11p, plus th, 
Joc1l d1ta, t,1t 1nd picturts co1piltd •r ,olunlttr 1ch00Js 1nd othtr coa1unity organisatii»ns to rtfltcl llh1t local 
ftOplt fttl is i1p0rtant and rtlt,1nt about thtir oirn art,. luit, ap1rt frDI lht f1ctual cont,nt, this •p,oplts 
-•taba,,• •ill pro,idr f1,cinatin; insights into tht ••y p,oplt in ,1rious ar,,s ri lrit1in wit• thNstl,,s. 

Tht 1tcond Do1tsd1y lisc 1iJl cont1in infor11tion fro1 11jor n1tional data 1ourcts and 1ill includt infor11tion on 
11tur1l r,sourcts, transport, population statistics, ,,10graphic i1t1, 10ciaJ acti,itits, arts l crafts, tducation, 
tnltrt1in1,nt 1 ht1lth, f)Dr1, f1un1, ttc. •1,0 includt~ •ill•• 1 co1prthtnsi,1 surrty of J1nd-co,,r d1t1iling lht 
JffCtntagt Of tht arta Of flCh lil01ttr,-squ1rt of tht tountry itvottd to a rangt Of Clltgoriti IUCh IS tr11s)and 1 

arable, bousing, ttc. Klttrial •ill ~!so•• culltd fro1 tht IBC's 111n int,rn1J infor11tion rtsourcts in IBC D1ta and 
IBC lro1d:1sting R,,,1rch. Fin1lly this disc •ill cont1in 1ppro1i1at,Jy 40,000 pictures on 11idt rang• of topics 
fro• 1t11stu1s, 1rchi,,s, picturt agtncies including th, IBC'1 1111n Hulton Picturt Li•rary, and 1)10 froe tht 91ntr1J 
fublic: t•, rHults D4 a natiDnal photographic contest. 

Tht D01,sd1y Discs ,ill 1110 contain 111 tht indtrts and 1icrocaputtr 10ft1art to tnablt 11,r, to r1tri,,,, co1bin,, 
c01part and present the D01,,d1y 1ateri1l in ,i,id and ticiting displ1ys on t•, 1t0nitor 1crftn. 

In addition to th, t,o Do1,sd1y Disc,, it is boptd I furthtr int,racti,, ,idtodisc 1ill •, auppli1d, tiving on 1111 

1idt 111ntral introductiOl'I to tht concept D{ tht 1Pdiu1 D{ inttr1ctin widtc and it1 pctenti1l. Oft tht othtr sidt 
1ill •• an int,ractiv, Ustr'1 6uidt to tht Da1esd•y Discs t~,1,,1,,,. 



Ttl tcl'IESDAY PROJECT 

TIit Schoel I Projtcl 

ly tht tnd Df thi• aonth tvtry "bocl in tht tDUntry •ill ••wt rtcti•td 1n in,it1lillfl t1 tilt flrt in th, Do1f,diy 
Projtct. Thtir ral, ,ill bt to 1s,i1t in the cr11tian of 1 •p1oplt'1 datl.ba,,• 1f loc:11 i1f.-1ation llhich •ill•• 1 

ujor part 1f tbi, tJtiting n1tion1l wtntur,. 

IYtr t,n thou,1nd 1chocI1 1r1 t1p,ct1d tc 1ccrpt tht invitaliDl'I 1nd 1 in di1cu11i011 •ith t•rir local Education 
111,thoritiH, Heh •ill h 1uiQr,1d I local 11p aru (on 1vrr191 1n 1r11 4ll 1 3(11 for 111\ich to coepilt I contupcr1ry 
rtcord, This activity •ill bt incorporatf'd into thr 5tbool '111in1tr111 c1rriculua, ~pltHnting I w1ri1ty ltf 
111bj1ct, •ith inttr,,ting 1nd infor1ativ1 projtct aork. In 141pport 1f lli1, tath lthool •ill•• IUpplifd •ith I tit 
containing 111 thty nttd. Thi, •ill includ, full aritt,n instructions, up, 1nd •&JI rt4trtncts, 1 disc ar c1111tt1 for 
th, 1chool 1icro and bri1finglr1,ourc1 1at1ri1I1 for l11ch1r1, coapilf'd 1ndtr th1 1uid1nc1 1f I coe1iltH of fduc1tion 
11p1rts, and d11igntd to •,Ip t11chtr1 t1plor1 lht full tduc1tion1l w1lMt of th1 1e•oo1 ·1 particip1tion i1 thi1 
Ntional effort. 

Th, infor11tion coepiltd by tach 1cho0l will con1ist principally ltf 1~0ut 1i1lttn 1crMn-,1g11 ltf frtt-4or1 t,rt 
1bout thtir 11p 1r11 1 rtfltcling irh1t ptoplt in tht Joc1l cD11unity lhinl i1 r1l1v1nt and inttr11ting 1bout tht 1r11. 
In 1upport of this 11t,ri1l tht 1chool will takt 111111 1u1btr of 35e.l 1lidt1 to illutr1lt iaport1nt f11tur1, of tht 
1r1a and it, lift, and 1110 provide I ICllt 1i1plt 1t1ti1tic1J data. 

All th, i1for11tion othtr thin tht photogr1ph1 will •• 11,tabltd on the 1chool1' 1icrocoeput.,-1. Tht Doe,,day 
Projtct ii thought to bt tht fir1t 1Ub1t1nti1l ~portunity for 1thool1 to 111 their 1icro1in111tion1l tduc1tion1l 
projtcl, Th, "icrotltctronic, in Educ1tion Progr1111 1nd lht Scotti1h llicr0tltctronic1 Dtv1lop11nt Progru •ill•• 
clo,tly involved in coll1ting 111 the 1cho0l1' 1at,ri1l friar to for•1rdiag to the to.f1day Prajtcl t111 1t tht IBC. 

Tht Sch00l1 Projtct aill •• c1rri1d DUl during lht Su11pr t.,-1 tf 198S end to coincide 1ith thi1 actiYity, IBC 
1cho0!1 TV and R•dio •ill provide 1ubst1nti1l 1uppart, •r01dc11ting infor11tion 11\d ad,ict ta 1dl00l1 on •o• to dtri•e 
ao,t ,,n,fit froa the project. 



THE DCIIESD~Y PROJECT 

Tbt -.tional lata 

I• addition to tht local data toepiltd 'Ptcially forth, proj,ct •Y •oluntt,r 5eh00l1, tht loe11day »i1cs •ill 11 10 
contain 11 auch national data 1, possiblt, dra•n froa t1i1ting r11ourc,, and 1d1pt1d ta I fwa 111itablt forth, 
a.diu1 of inttraclivt vidto. 

n, idtntification and 1,1,ction of thi1 data •ill•• 1uidtd •ran Editorial Soard tf proftssional rt1t1rcher1, 
lteluding, 11ong othtrs, r1prt1tnl1tive, of tht Institute af T1rrHtri1J Ecology, tht Centr, for Urban and Regional 
Studies at tht University tf ••castle 1pon Tyne, lirtbtcl Colltgt af London ltlivtrsity ud tbt Univtrsitt of Es,,1, 
ltbich i1 1110 tht hoe, af tht lation1l D1la Archive. 

Tht Nation1l D1ta Archivt contains ao,t of tht 11j0r 11tional 1urveys in t1111puter-r11dablt fora and i1 charged •ith 
the r1,p0n,ibility af 11king thi1 data 1w1il1ble to restarchtrs. Thtir •otdings include ctn1u, dat1, tht 6tneral 
Nousthold Survty, etc. Initial di1cussion, •ith tht originator, of this 11teri1l, 111ch 11 tht Office of Population 
Censuses and Survtys, indicat,, that t.hty art 1nthusi11lic for appropriatt data to•• includtd on tht Doatsd•t »i1c1. 

Furthtr national data •ill bt obtained fro• 1ourc1, ytt to•, 11plored and froa 1ithin the BBC it1tlf. for 1111plt, 
IBC 8ro1dcasting Rtstarch ~awe rtctntly coapltttd 11as,ivt 1urv1y of thty My in llflich ptoplt 111 aw,r tht U~ iptnd 
their ti1t throughout each day. Tht nu1trical rt"4!1t1 of this inv,sti11tion - tvtr 2,000 tables, publilhtd by liC 
lat1 Publications 11 •Jaily Lift in tht 1980,' - i1 planntd ta be included an the discs. 

Thert 1ill •e 40,000 •national' picture, on tht Do1tsday Di,cs, too, 1.1. llldition1l tot•• 1any thousand, of 'local' 
pictures co1piltd in tht 1eh00l, project. Thtst 1ill •t c1r1fully r1111rthtd in 5Ptci1Jist archives and picturt 
Jibr1rits 1uch as the liC's a.n Hulton Picture Li•r1ry and cover thost 11p,ct1 ltf our 11tion1J lift ••st c1ptur1d in 
ficturts - ,ildlift, fashion, ltisurt, f11ily lift, ttc. 

fin1lly, as auch data a, fossible •ill •• c1p1blt Df frKtntation as ov,rlayt to Ordnanct Survty IIPli the Ordnance 
Sur¥1y1 af both 6r11t lrilain and Northern Ireland art in Mipport of lht projtct. It is planntd to includ, 11ps, 
ficturts and d1t1-pr1,1nt1tions at thrte lt¥tls: lt¥tl I •ill,, tht •hclt country; ltvtl 2 •ill probably •e blocks 
ef 40l1 1 30r.1 and Level 3 •ill bt vtry local •Iocls of 4[1 1 3'1. 



lt[ DOlltSDAY PlDJECT 

Ito will u,, tht lOl,,d,y Di1e1? 

lu;iat it ii th, Autu1n tf 1986. Jn frDnt Df you i1 1 IBC Ricro with I colour aonitor all tann,ct,d to I IBC 
IRltr1cliirt Vidtodisc PJ1y,r loaded with I lo1,,d1y lilt, You ••;in with 1n Drdnanct Surwty MP t4 tht ah0lt Unittd 
li1t9d01. YDu call •P •oundari1, tf tountit,, 1d1ini,tr1tivt ar,a, 1nd flip fro• 11p1 to talllH tf iafor1ation to 
ficturts tf tht t°'-inlry 1, 1 111\clt 1nd it1 ••jor ar111. You tonwtrt auch of tht dill into aulticolourtd owrrl•y• to 
tM 1,p: 1rHn-brlt 1r1,,, •nt1ploy1tnt •1ack-1pot1, and tht colour of niting in th, 11,t tltction. llo• you c1n aov1 
1 tur50r an tht ,crttn to 1ny part of th, country 1nd yc,u tl11 1001 in to I l1r9tr~cal1 11p of allout 40K1 1 lOr.1. A 
llflolt nta 1,t tf fact,, fi9ur,, 1nd pictur,, ,,c01, 1viil1bl1 to you, 111 just r1l1ting tc tht loc,J ar,, of inttrtst • 

. Anothtr 1001-in t1k1s you doan to only 41:1 a »:1. Ctiurchts and f1r1, •,c01t distingui5hablt at this ltvtl and th1r1 
1ill •• pictur,, 1nd c11piou, infD!'11tion, tvtn though JDU 1r1 )Daking 1t 1,,, t~,n I twtnty-thcusandth of th, UK. 
lnd1td you tin rtad t,n or ta,nty pag,s of 1uid1nct to this 11,ll ar11 - aritttn •, p,oplt llhc Jiwe ftt1rby and tn01 it 
atll, 

Thi, ii lh1t th, Do1,,d,y Projtct •ill achitvt, 

Ev1n 10•"' 1r, 1blt to idtntify uny ar11, of application for thi1 f11tns1ly fDlltrful infor11tion rt1011rc1 • • 
For 11a1ple, r,gionil conf1r1nc1, •ith t1,chers and local Authorities h1v1 confirHd the tducation•l value of th1 
foltsd•y Disc, and they art ,orking with tht projtct t111 on coepiling auch tf the ut1in11atiD11ridt schools 
,rojtct, In addition to curricular u1e of th, disc, in t1achin9 1 wide ·rang, of 111bjtct1, lJlt colour 1nd ,aritty of 
tht nN syste1 art 11p,cttd to 1ti1ul1tt 11ny 11tra-curricul1r actiYitin 1, wll, 

lltny p.cple froa tht UK's hi9hly activt coe1unity of infor11tion professicsn1l1 art 1110 11cittd •, t~, po,sibilitie1 
of tht Do11sday Projtct, Rtftrtnce facilitits in Jibr1rits, au1tu1,, rn11rc~ Htabli1h1ents, local 1ovtrnHnt 
efficts, ttc., 1ill •• 1r1,tly tnh1nc1d •r tht incorpor1tion tf • lole,d1y 1y1t11. 

toatsd•y 1ill attr1ct tDnsider1blt int1r1st i• c1111rcial 1tttor1, too, ll&rktting, fl&nnine, and rKearc~ •ill 111 
••ntfit 1r11tly fro• both the nation1l and local ••t• on tht Do1,,d1y li1c1, particularly in 11111 fir1, 1ith v1ry 
Ji1ittd •ud;,t, for ltngthy rHtarch uong 1idtspre1d and tfll'l'I ob,cur1 rtsourct,. 

ltv1rth1lts1, lhilst at alr1ady 1,, tort than tnough possibilities for us1;, tf th, 1o1,,d1y 1ystN to H convinced 
of its 1nprtctd1nttd ,1Ju1, tb1 trut 1rcit,1,nt tf lht projtct ii tht 11ptct1tion t~at in tbt bands tf i11gin1tivt 
.,,rs tht 101,sday Di1cs 1ill 1u9;,,t 1pplications beyond any tf aur curr111t 111e,111! 



THE IIOfl[SDAY PROJECT 

Tht T1cllnologic1l th•lltngt 

TM past thr,, y11r1 h,v, 1,,n I r1dical leap for11rd in thr 11, of 1icroco1put,r1 in 1thDDl1, lR offic,s and in th, 
INt, llrt1dy •• 1r, ,,ring 1yst,1s drvtloping fro1 rudi1entary tonfigur1tion1 1ith tht addition of floppy disc 
~in,, NCond pr1>e,,s0r1 1nd bttt,r 110nitor,, 1ith scho0!1 1nd othtr tduc1tiD1"1al tstulilhwnt, in tbe fortfront of 
tM1, 1dvanc,,. 

ly 1986 •• 11y tiptct tht CD1puting ,01,r 1t tht typical 1icro user's fin91rtip1 to have 111t1tripptd 10,t 1v1ilablt 
fora, of 1oft,,r,, llhtlhtr for tducation Dr for fun, In this cont11t, tht Do1,1d1y Discs 1ill providt an 11citing nt, 
lind of rt,ourct for tht 1icro usrr, futlling tht furth,r 11trndtd 111 of tDlput,rs iR tduc1tion, Jibr1ri11, public 
offices and 1l111hrrt, for years to tDlt, 

• 
Tht ttchnologic1l ch1lltng, of th, DD1,,d1y Proj,ct ii th1t 1hil1t tht IBC Ricro ii an id,11 co1put1r 1y1t,1 with 
1hich to 1cc111 the D1>111d1y 11t,ri1l, bo 1tand1rd oprr1ting 1y1tH cirrrtntly 1a:1t1 to control this n,, gtntr1tiDl'I of 
interactive vidto, 10 off-thr-shtlf infor11tion-h1~dling '°ftw1r, ,1ck1gt is c1p1blt of tDPing with tht 11s1ivt 1c1l1 
1f Do1esd1y and no videodisc player currtnt!t 1v1il&blt can h1ndlt tht propostd 1yst11 of i1ag,1 and d1t1 on thr u1e 
•i1c. 

Nowtvtr, tht ,ays to 11,t thtst cb1lltngts 1rt tno,n and Doff1d1y ••s provi-td just tht 1ti1ulu1 rtquirtd to Mkt the 
1tcti1ary dtvtlop1tnt 1ork in this 1rt110rth1hilt, 

lc~rn Co1puttrs, a1nuf1cturtr1 of the BBC Ricro 1nd th, IBC'1 nt1bli1htd p1rlnrr1 in tht Cotputtr Littr1cy Project, 
art 1orking with tht Corporation DnCt 1g1in, providing 111 the 1icro 50fta1rt 1up~rt rtquirtd •, btsd1y. Jn 
c0-oprr1tion iuth I Soft1irt Co11itt,, rtprt1tnting th, btst ~tw1rt 11ptrtiu ift tht country, Acorn ,ill _,v,lop 1 
••• intern1tionil 1t1nd1rd optr1ting 1y1t11 1nd protocols for h1ndlin; int1r1ctivt ,idtD, TNy •ill 1)10 dtvtlop the 
10phistic1ttd p1ck1gt of progr111 rtquirtd to retritve, c01bin,, toap1rt and prt,rnt llolt1d1y 11ttri1l in ,i,id and 
11citing 1trten di1pl1y1. 

To Htt tht ch1lltngt af In,, 9,ner1tion of ,ide0di1c pl1y1r, tht IBC his turntd to the [urop11n 11nufacturtr Df 
,idt0di1c player,, Ptiilip1 £ltctronic1 Ltd. Jn addition to co-funding lht Do1t1d1y Projtcl, Philips 1ill _,,ign • 
r1dic1lly ne• kind Df vidt0di1c pl1yer c1p1blt of handling tht Dottsd,y Di1c1. Tbi1 player •ill •e 1v1il1blt in 
l1t1-J986, including 11rketing under lht "IBC' •rand. It is 11ptcttd lh1t th, IBC Videodisc Player •ill •,to1e tht 
M• acctpttd 1t1nd1rd for tduc1tiDn1l and institution1l 11,. 



THE DOfilESDAY PROJECT 

t•e Future of IBC Int,ractive Video 

TM anprtcedtnted ,copt of tht D01,,d1y Projtct 1nd it, particular 11cite1ent 1iv, it tM 1ppt1r1nce of 1 "cmt-off' 
e¥tnt. lloirtver, llhilst it is unlikely ~uickly ta bt utched in scale, Do1tsd1y aay wll llT'n tat to•, 1i1ply tht 
frtrlll'lner of I continuing series of inter1cti,, video title, froa the IBC, 

I• lbt ••ckground to IBt Enterprises' •or• on the Doltsday Project is I sur,,y of athtr progr111,-rel1ted 11teri1l 
111it1blt to 1d1pt1ti0n in inter1ctiwe fora. It is likely th•t k1tur1l History, I1ngu1ge-le1rning 1nd Scitnct •ill•• 
fruitful art1s, 11ong 11ny others, and the IBC ••• p1rticul1r strpngths in 111 of these. It.en the Do1tsd1y Di,c, art 
Mdt 1,1il1blt in late l9Bb it is planned ta hive an initial cat1logue r11dy outlining lht 1tc0nd a1ve of IBC 
int,r1cti,1 videodisc titles. 
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