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EBC complles
20th cenfury
‘Domesday video

By ROBIN STRINGER TV and Radio Correspondent
NEW Domesday Book of contemporary
Britain is being compiled by the BBC
inter-active video disc at a cost of
£3,500.000 from national sources of informa-
tion, supplemented by contributions from
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some 10,000 schools.

The BBC claimed yesterday that the Govern-
ment-backed project, which should be completed by
October 1986 on the 900th anniversary of the com-
pletion of the original Domesday Book, will be one
of the most comprehensne surveys of a country ever

undertaken.

Collecting the information
will involve people in every
community in Britain. and a
national photographic com-
petition will give everyone 3
chance to contribute to the
Domesday Discs.

The information gathered
wil be the equivalent of two
full sets of Encvdopaedia
Britannica. or two million paces
of facts and maps. plus 85.000
photographs. But it will be con.
tained on just two discs and
will be retrievable by the user
by micro-computer.

B B C series
Editor of the Domecda\ pro-
ject is the BBC's Peler

Armstrong. who is also produc-
ing a six-part BBC.] seres
presented bv the popular his
torian Michac! Wood tracine
the evolution of the land and
the ritish people from the 11th
century to thc present day.

“We started with the plan
for the series.” he said. * but
as the idea grew, it seemed
obvious to us to usc the latest
technologv to allow people to
build up their own portraint of
jife in the community.

“The high technologv svs
tem we are evolving will en-
sble the user to travel across
the countrv or go direct to a
Jocation uncovering pictures
and text about it.

*“ Information will be ac vari-
ous as how the use of Jand\has
changed in Kent. where mos!
old people live, or what and
where are the rarest butter-
flies.™

The c¢nct is being shared
b~tween B B C Enterprises. the
Deoartment of Trade and In
dustrv. and Philips, inventor of
the laservision svstem being
used in the project. Each party
is putting up £500.000.
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School targets

On top of that, Philips is
irventing a further £1 million
in developing a new plaver for
the Domeosdav Discs. and the
BBC. who insist that licence-
pavers' monev is not imolved.
a further £750.000 in other
equipment for the project. At
Jeast £250,000 remains to be
found.

With the cost of pluver,
discs. interface and computer
totalling  £1,500, - the end
nroduct is simed at institutions,
~articularly schools. some

23,000 of which in this countrv
alreadv have a BBC micro1
| computer.
. It is to these schools that
the BB C is turning for hclp.
After an ¢ -mediate initial
pilot project among 17 schocls,
next vear some 10.000 will he
assisned a Jocal area of the
country about which thev will
gather information to feed into
their micro-computers to be
stored on floppy disce  or
cassettes and then sent to lhcl
BBC.

Material will then be chrcked '
v an _editorial cormittes !
under Prof. Ted Vraps.'!
professor  of education a"
Exeter University. one of'
seven different commineecj
overseeing various asoects of
the project. and supplemented
by data from national sources.



